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The Prisoner
A man from Nahualá committed murder and was taken to Guatemala City to the prison there.  The authorities put him in 
a place all by himself without food so he would die.  The man had an animal hide with him.  He chewed on the hide to stay 
alive.  The authorities went a couple of times to see if he was dead.  They were amazed to see him still alive.  They thought he 
was a witch, so they let him go.   On his way home to Nahualá he killed a monster and saved the people the monster was 
terrorizing.  When he arrived home he found that his wife had re-married in his absence.
El prisionero
Un hombre de Nahualá cometió homicidio y fue llevado a una prisión en la ciudad de Guatemala.  Las autoridades lo me-
tieron en un lugar sin comida para que muriera luego.  El tenía un cuero de animal, y cuando sentía hambre lo masticaba. 
En esa forma logró sobrevivir.  Por fin las autoridades vieron que ese hombre era raro porque logró vivir sin comer.  Por eso 
lo soltaron.  El tuvo muchas aventuras en su regreso a Nahualá.
Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973.  All of them are narrated 
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina 
Ixtauacán dialect of that language.
Collected and recorded by
Dr. James Mondloch
Transcribed by
Miguel Guarchaj Ch’o’x and Diego Guarchaj
Funding and support provided by 
The UNM Latin American and Iberian Institute and the US Department of Education Title VI National Resource 
Center grant.
Title page image provided courtesy of
Dennis G. Jarvis 
Usage rights
Copyright © 2011 The University of New Mexico, Latin American and Iberian Institute.  All Rights  
Reserved. You may print, reproduce and use the information in, and retrieve files containing  
publications or images from, The University of New Mexico’s WWW documents for non-commercial, personal, 
or educational purposes only, provided that you (i) do not modify such information, and (ii) include any copyright 
notice originally included with such information and this notice in all such copies.
Alternative formats 
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the information contained herein is available in alternative 
formats upon request.
Additional information about this project is available online
http://laii.unm.edu/kiche
Correspondence should be directed to
The University of New Mexico
Latin American & Iberian Institute
801 Yale Boulevard NE / MSC02 1690
1 University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico 
87131-0001
Phone: (505) 277-2961
Fax: (505) 277-5989
E-mail: laii@unm.edu
Web: http://laii.unm.edu
LATIN AMERICAN &
IBERIAN INSTITUTEUNM















